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Tower, while Sir Robert Tyrwhitt was sent down to Hatfield
to extract the truth from their mistress. He found that he had
embarked on a contest of wits and wills. On zz January he
wrote to tell Somerset that Elizabeth would in no way confess
to any practice between Mistress Ashley or the Cofferer and
Seymour. * And yet/ he added, CI do see It In her face that she
is guilty.9 The next day's letter carried the same burden: cl do
assure your Grace she hath a very good wit,, and nothing is
gotten of her but by great policy.5 Policy was tried; it had little
effect. Two days later Tyrwhitt bethought himself of Lady
Browne - Surrey's fair Geraldlne - who had been Introduced
into Elizabeth's household by Seymour the previous year. She
had a way with the girl that no one else possessed, and he there-
fore asked for her to be returned to Hatfield under orders to
wean Elizabeth from her obstinate silence. A gentle letter from
the Protector was tried next. It drew from Elizabeth a brlefs
quite Innocent story, but her letter closed with a glimpse of the
methods that were being used to break her spirit. "Master
Tyrwhitt and others have told me *, she wrote,c that there goeth
rumours abroad which be greatly both against my honour and
honesty (which above all other things I esteem) which be these:
that I am In the Tower and with child by my Lord Admiral. My
Lord, these are shameful slanders, for the which, besides the
great desire I have to see the King's Majesty, I shall most heart-
ily desire your Lordship that I may come to the Court after your
first determination, that I may show myself there as I am.5

Tyrwhitt was baffled. CI do verily believe/ he wrote, "that
there hath been some secret promise between my Lady, Mistress
Ashley, and the Cofferer, never to confess to death.' He was not
far wrong. A week later the most pliant of the three, the Cof-
ferer, gave way and blurted out Kate Ashley's confidences. This
lady, however, would say nothing herself until she was faced
with Parry and heard him confirm his confession. Then, she
called him e false wretch', and reminded him of the promise that
he had given not to confess to the death. The whole story - or
all of it that we know - was now got from both. Elizabeth was
jn a fearful predicament when confronted with it. 'She was